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harked back to the traditions of the Holy Roman Empire and
therefore envisaged the new union more as a loose federation of
different German and non-German nations than as a real German
national State.   The old Empire could maintain its supra-national
character, its dynastic connexion with almost all other European
States,  merely  through its  particularist structure.    Even the
Prussian statesmen who were the heralds of the national revival
did not yet think of constituting Germany as a strictly national
State, absolutely independent of other powers.    Gneisenau, for
example, in 1812 wanted to interest England in the fight against
Napoleon by the prospect of large territorial acquisitions in north-
ern Germany, which should then become an integral part of the
British Empire and would certainly feel happy under a free consti-
tution.   After Napoleon's fall Stein wanted to constitute the
German federation under a directorate composed of Austria,
Prussia, Bavaria and Hanover.   The King of Great Britain in his
capacity of King of Hanover would, therefore, have exercised the
same influence on German affairs as Prussia or Austria*   When
the German Confederation was founded at the Congress of Vienna,
three foreign rulers signed the pact, and became members for
their German territories, namely, the Kings of Great Britain,
Denmark and the Netherlands.   The pact, moreover, was incor-
porated in the Act of the Congress of Vienna and thereby placed
under the guarantee of all the Great Powers, though this inter-
pretation was later disputed.1   The Great Powers, therefore,
could possibly, claim a right of intervention in German affairs.
The great jurist Thibaud proposed the elaboration of a common
Civil Law for all German States which was a step towards unity,
but he also suggested that all the Allied Powers, including Eng-
land and Russia, should guarantee this codification.   In his book
on this subject he praised German particularism as a blessing, and
said that a full political unity would probably degrade Germany
to a state of intellectual inferiority.
The tradition of the old Empire also induced many writers to
put forward the suggestion for the incorporation of many coun-
tries which had once belonged to the Empire, such as Holland,
Belgium, Switzerland, Alsace, and even Burgundy. Some, more-
over, went beyond the claim to territories formerly connected
with the Empire, and proposed a union of Germany with other
1 When in 1832 the Assembly of the German Confederation, under the influence of
Austria and Prussia, voted severe measures against the movement for political liberty,
Palmerston formally protested, referring to that guarantee, and French diplomats
spoke in a menacing way* Metternich, however, rejected England's protest. C6
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